Andrew Scull, a sociologist from the University of California at San Diego, has written an impressive history of "madness" -a term specifically chosen over "mental illness" or "psychiatry" -and a term which has had a much longer history and global significance than the more recent labels. The term "madness" is also more descriptive of how societies have viewed non-normal, unexplainable (or unacceptable) behavior, in that those who are defined as "mad" have challenged the social order in every historical period, and in every civilization that has documented its presence in medical treatises, government policy, art, literature, music, religious canon, or whatever contemporary commentary is available. The book is a welcome addition to the literature on the histories of psychiatry, psychotherapy, mental illness, asylums, and medicine, encompassing all of these within the context of their social meanings. The history spans the ancient world (both western and eastern civilizations) through pre-and post-Christian epochs, the Middle Ages, Enlightenment, and onward into the 20 th and 21 st centuries. A common thread throughout the presentation is that since ancient times explanations for mental illnesses have alternated between internal (biological) and external (environmental, moral) etiological theories that are based on the society's demarcations of exclusion. This is nothing new in sociological studies of mental illness. What's new here is that the author succeeds in showing the continuity of specific etiological explanations that have led to various interventions which show a remarkable consistency over time, from herbal remedies of humoral dis-regulation to (and a reductionist approach to diagnosis) is the continuation of an unending struggle of societies to make sense of phenomena that so deftly elude understanding. Those of us in social work who value a comprehensive view about mental illness and our response to it, may take this book as confirming evidence that no one explanation will ever be sufficient.
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